APPENDIX
LEAD   POISONING
A great drawback to the use of lead, either in the form of
metal or its compounds, is its poisonous character. Lead poisoning
is quite common, for example, among workpeople connected with
the preparation and use of whitelead. It may be incurred, also,
through drinking water conveyed by lead pipes, for which reason
such pipes are sometimes tin-lined.
The symptoms of the disease are pains in the abdomen, constipa-
tion, loss of appetite, thirst, nervous prostration, known as " lead
palsy," epileptic fits and paralysis. A blue line which forms on
the edges of the gums is due to deposition of lead sulphide.
A simple treatment for lead poisoning is to give mustard as an
emetic, followed by Epsom or Glauber salts. Large doses of milk,
containing white of egg, are beneficial. A good antidote is weak
sulphuric acid, but this should be administered with caution.
The smoke from lead smelting furnaces, containing, as it does,
such substances as lead, arsenic, sulphur trioxide, and sulphur
dioxide, is highly injurious to animal and vegetable life,